l6                    MUSSOLINI
it would have been terrible if on my journey forward I had fallen into the chains of a comfortable Government job. These energies that I now enjoy were trained by obstacles and by bitterness of soul. They were forged by struggle ! "
He held a great many jobs during his years of poverty in Switzerland. He was in turn a labourer, hod-carrier, butcher's man and errand boy. Not that he was continuously worked ; once they even arrested him for vagrancy.
Soon he formed contacts with the Italian Socialist Club at Lausanne, where he was introduced as a ' fellow comrade ' who had fled from Italy to escape compulsory military service. But he was no deserter ; in 1904 he returned voluntarily for his training. Now he took part in the fierce discussions held every night at the Socialist club. A little later he became a soap-box orator. Four months after he arrived in Switzerland he had risen to the post of secretary of the Italian Trade Union of masons and masons' helpers. Not quite eight months after that the canton of Bern expelled him for anarchist activities.